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a sufficient reason for rejecting it, without allowing it to be
committed; because there is now no time for indulgence, or
for delays; a nation universally corrupt, must be speedily
reformed, or speedily ruined. Those habits which have
been confessed to be already too powerful for the laws
now in being, may in a short time be absolutely irresistible;
and that licentiousness which intimidates the officers of jus-
tice, may in another year insult the legislature.

But, my lords, I am yet willing to hope that the noble
duke's account of the wickedness of the people, was rather
a rhetorical exaggeration, uttered in the ardour of dispute,
than a strict assertion of facts; and am of opinion that,
though vice has, indeed, of late spread its contagion with
great rapidity, there are yet great numbers uninfected,
and cannot believe that our condition is such as that no-
thing can make it more miserable.

In many parts of the country, my lords, these liquors
have not yet been much used, nor is it likely that those
who have never sold them, when the law allowed them,
will begin an unnecessary trade, when it will expose them
to penalties. But a new law in favour of spirits will pro-
duce a general inclination, and a kind of emulation will
incite every one to take a license for the retail of this new
liquor; and so every part of the kingdom will be equally de-
bauched, and no place will be without a vender of statut-
able poison. The luxury of the vulgar, for luxury, in my
opinion, it may very properly be called, will still increase,
and vices and diseases will inciease with it.

There is at least one part of the nation yet untainted, a
part which deserves the utmost care of the legislature, and
which must be endangered by a law like this before us.
The children, my lords, to whom the affairs of the present
generation must be transferred, and by whom the nation
must be continued, are surely no ignoble part of the pub-
lick. They are yet innocent, and it is our province to take
care that they may in time be virtuous; we ought, there-
fore, to remove from before them those examples that may
infect,,and those temptations that may corrupt them. We
ought to reform their parents, lest they should imitate